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Introductions
The Ernest F. Ward Collection (1882-1950) contains materials from four of the five member of
the E. F. Ward family. However, the bulk of the material belongs to E. F. Ward. The collection is
composed largely of his literary productions--diaries and Scrapbooks containing clipping and
notes about India. The subject files contain materials belonging to other family members (Ethel
and Phebe). The other series included in the collection are correspondence, printed materials and
photographic materials.
In addition to this collection is the Ward Family Collection (89-MF-002) available on microfilm.
The microfilm collection is the result of the merger of the E. F. Ward Collection and the Ward
Family Collection which is held by the Historical Center of the Free Methodist Church. This
merger, for microfilming purposes, was done because of the likelihood that at one time these two
collections were one. Please refer to the finding aid of the Ward Family Collection 89-MF-002
for additional information.
The finding aid was completed by Linda E. Deeks in November 1989.
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Biographical Sketch
The Ernest F. Ward family is composed of five members: Ernest Fremont Ward (1853-1938),
Phebe Elizabeth Cox Ward (1850-1910), Ethel Ellen Ward (1883-1971), Bessie Helen Ward
(1890-), Mary Louise Ward Vore (1893-1921). Since the collection contains material from each,
this sketch include information on each individual.
Ernest Fremont Ward was born April 25, 1853 to Pindar and Emily Ward. Phebe Elizabeth Cox,
daughter of Carman and Sarah Cox, was born October 7, 1850. Ernest and Phebe first met at a
campmeeting in St. Charles, IL. While at this campmeeting Phebe was particularly attracted to a
young man with a “heavenly smile.” During the meeting Ernest questioned Phebe about
missions. She expressed an interest, but admitted knowing very little about foreign missions. He
then gave her some tracts and leaflets about the work in India.
She returned home determined to provide some financial support for the young man with the
“heavenly smile” who was planning on working in India. To raise these funds she planted an
onion patch which she carefully tended throughout the summer. After the harvest she was able to
send one hundred dollars for his support.
Erneset and Phebe meet again at the Silver Lake Campmeeting. During one of the services Phebe
received God’s call to India. Following the service the young couple talked about their futures
and their relations to each other. Their plans were confirmed when Ernest received a letter from
Albert Norton stating that he believed it God’s Will that Ernest go to India and to take Phebe
Cox as a life companion.

On October 11, 1880 Ernest and Phebe were married. The days following the wedding were
spent preparing for their journey to India. Since the Missions Board of the Free Methodist
Church had not been organized yet, they departed from Illinois November 16, 1880 as Faith
Missionaries to India. They set sail from New York City on the Steamship Anchoria and arrived
in Bombay in January.
Upon reaching Ellichpur, they immediately set themselves to the task of learning the language.
After some time they moved to Burhanpur. While there, on February 22, 1883, Ethel Ellen was
born. In 1885, also during their stay in Burhanpur, Louisa Ranf arrived to help in the missionary
effort. Louisa Ranf truly endeared herself to the Wards. With a joyful spirit she was always
willing to help wherever she could.
Their next move took them back to Ellichpur. During their stay here Bessie Helen, their second
daughter, was born. She arrived on July 9, 1890 and was named for Bessie Helen Ward, Ernest’s
sister, who died in 1889. A tragedy which occurred in 1892 was the death of Louisa Ranf. She
was severely burned in a Church of England service when a kerosene lantern fell on her. She
suffered greatly and died five and a half hours later.
In 1892, shortly after Miss Ranf’s death, it became possible for the Wards to return to America.
It had been twelve years since Ernest and Phebe had left America. Neither Ethel nor Bessie had
ever seen America or their relatives who lived there. Their time in America was divided between
visiting relatives and raising funds for the work in India. While in California visiting the Ward
relatives, their third daughter Mary Louise Ward arrived. July 10, 1893 marked her birth. She
was named for Mary Louisa Ranf who had been so dearly loved and so tragically lost.
As the time drew near for their return to India, Ernest and Phebe were faced with an agonizing
decision concerning their daughters’ education. They decided to leave Ethel and Bessie in
America to be educated. They set sail in November 1893 with six month old Louisa and with
heavy hearts for the two “birdlings” they left behind.
Upon their return to India, they went to work in Rajnandgaon. Much was accomplished here
especially during the great famine that struck India. During this time they cared for nearly seven
hundred hungry children. Following the famine they were able to construct a bungalow, an
orphanage and a school. However, the stresses of the work drained them so that they needed to
return to America to rest. The excitement of returning to America and seeing Ethel and Bessie
again was dimmed by the need to leave Louise in India. In 1899, after a year in America, the
entire Ward family was reunited in India.

While there was much joy because of the reunion, the problem of the girls’ education remained.
After much prayer an answer was received. Uncle Frank Cox, Phebe’s brother, wrote offering to
send the girls to school in either in America or India. After much thought and prayer the decision
was made to send the girls to Taylor High School for Girls in Poona India.
While the girls were at Poona, Ernest and Phebe moved to Wun in the Yeotmal District. This
was an exciting move for them because they didn’t have to build a bungalow, one was waiting
for them. This was the first time a home was not to be shared with other missionaries.
One tragedy that did strike was the failure of the Bank of Bombay. This bank held the funds that
the Wards had received for the girls’ education. With all the money gone the girls had to leave
school. Once again the question of the girls’ education became paramount.
Soon a series of events developed that provided a way for Ethel to return to America to attend
Seattle Seminary in Seattle, Washington. She left India on July 8, 1905. Eventually funds
became available for Bessie and Louise to return to Taylor High School for Girls in Poona. Two
years after Ethel’s departure, March 5, 1907, Bessie and Louise also departed for Seattle
Seminary.
Ernest and Phebe’s next move was to Darwha in the Yeotmal District. Here they built the fifth
bungalow they had built since going to India. After several years, they were able to return to
America to attend Ethel’s graduation from Seattle Seminary. In the spring of 1910 the family
was once again reunited.
The Wards had just settled into a home in Seattle when tragedy struck again. On September 1,
1910 Phebe Elizabeth Cox Ward died leaving a grief stricken family behind. Bessie and Louise
continued at Seattle Seminary, as Ernest and Ethel prepared to return to India. Ernest and Ethel
departed for India in the fall of 1911. Bessie and Louise graduated from Seattle Seminary in the
spring of 1913.
At this point the family members moved more independently. Ernest remarried on January 17,
1914 in India. His second wife was Elizabeth Ireland Tucker Ward. “Mother Tucker” dies on
September 3, 1915. Ernest continued his work in India until his retirement in 1927 when he
returned to America. He died in 1938.
Ethel continued her missionary service to the women and children of India. She returned to
America to attend Greenville College graduating with the class of 1920. Her retirement in 1960,
followed forty-nine years in active missionary service. Before retirement to California her entire
life was spent in India except for her education and furloughs. Ethel died on April 21, 1971.

Information about Bessie following her education from Seattle Seminary is very limited. She
took some nurse’s training and did home nursing. She was also a member of the class of 1924 at
Greenville College. She lived in California with Ethel after Ethel’s retirement.
Louise also graduated from Seattle Seminary in 1913. After teaching school for a few years, she
attended Greenville College (dates unknown). On June 16, 1920, in Ann Arbor, MI, Louise
became the bride of Hugh Allen Vore. They were preparing for missionary service in India;
however, Louise died on August 23, 1921 before they could fulfill this dream.
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Box Folder Inventory

Box Folder Series
1

2

Title

Date

1

Correspondence

1950

2

Correspondence

Ward, Bessie H.

1912

3

Subject Files

Ethel E. Ward Financial Records

1917-1924

4

Subject Files

Ethel E. Ward Papers

n.d.

5

Subject Files

Phebe E. Ward Journal

1901-1904

6

Subject Files

Phebe E. Ward Scrapbook

1877

7

Literary
Productions

Diary

1905

8

Literary
Productions

Diary

1912

9

Literary
Productions

Diary

1913-1914

10

Literary
Productions

Diary

1916

1

Literary
Productions

Diary

1923; 1925

2

Scrapbook

Clippings

n.d.

3

Scrapbook

Clippings “393”

n.d.

4

Scrapbook

Clippings “395”

n.d.

3

4

5

Scrapbook

Clippings “486”

n.d.

1

Scrapbook

Clippings and Notes with Index
“363” “Rag-Bag of India -- Facts
and Figures

n.d.

2

Scrapbook

Notebook “372” Language
Notebook

n.d.

3

Scrapbook

Notebook “373” “Vernacular
Preaching Notes”

n.d.

4

Scrapbook

Notebook “374” “Hindi Preaching
Notes”

n.d.

5

Scrapbook

Notebook and Clippings “377”
“The Mariyas an Aboriginal Tribe
of Bastar State-- India”

n.d.

6

Scrapbook

Notebook with Index “367” “India
Notebook”

n.d.

1

Scrapbook

Notebook with Index

n.d.

2

Scrapbook

Notebook with Index “369”

n.d.

3

Printed Material
Books, Booklets

“Sowing the Seed”-- Miller, A. A.
“Quarterly Meeting at
Inhambane”-- Ryff, Jules

n.d.

4

Printed Material

Books

1882-1950

5

Printed Material

Newsclippings

n.d.

6

Printed Material

Periodicals The Pauline Mission
Message

1905

7

Printed Material

Prayer-letter Kurku and Central
India Hill Mission

1930

8

Printed Material
Report

Pentecostal Bands in India
Quarterly Financial Report

1900

9

Photographic
Materials

Positive Print--Unidentified

n.d.

